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Dear Roger; 


I must apologize for the delay in getting some of tais material to you. Ky ab¬ 
ility to be timely is worse than breen's. I hope the weather warms up some in 
your area and that it will be safe to put a brass monlcey out at night by the 
time I arrive next April. _' 

The following is stuff that I’ve gleaned from breen’s ”3npsycholepedia” and not 
■psrsued - i.e. - tried to really nail down as being bullshit or perhaps need 
to become more l-cnowledgable. v'nichever is the case I’m sure you'll see ¥' few 
items that you can clarify very quicAly. All is fodder for the critique - O.K.?? 

,Vhat is breen’s basis for reversing the pronouncing of Kova Oonstellatio?? 

The legend as it a spears on the coin I thin’£ supports Nova Oonstellatio. 


ifhat 


/ 


\ 

/ 


’’boondocAs auctions" p. 41; that are germane to j ialf cent sales?? 
"medieval flyting-matches" p. 7; 

"nearly of mint sharpness" p. 271; would'nt this apply to mint color 
as die wear could alter die sharpness significantly - i.e. 1307 & 1308. 
"a law students kimowledge of the history of the coin business" p. 9 
when did law students develop a special insight into the history of 
the coin business?? 

"pig copper" is tais related to "pig iron" ?? p. 15 

"long wooden stirring rods" p. 15; for stirring molten copper?? 

"The compression at faces imparted at stamping" p. 17 typo?? 

"i'.R. Aivord collection (3.ti. Ohapman, June 9, 1942" p. 149 typo. 


Blank pages - breen, 69 out of 523 or 13=^; Dohen, 23 out of 153 or 15,:^- Gotcoa'.' 


Gripped edge Illustration on p. 136 looks suspect to me. 


Hammered coinage (p. 25) continued in the Americas - Oentral i South - until io’th 
century. Actually until 1324 if you want to count 'lendosa's (State in 
Argentina) silver coinage. 

Proposals, Preparations and Prototypes - still no write up on -J-ass. 1/2;^ 

Page 10, last paragraph, "key numbers.... are matched as cross-references. 

one to each major variety of eacn date, 1793 - 1357". 'fell they’s 
really crossed;i Numbering sequence is contrary to breen’s variety 
number sequence and fnere are many instances where one number is used 
for more than one variety. In l304>var. 1, 3, 9 are 3nc, ^ 1239; 
var. 2 is # 1291; var. 4 has no var.4a, 5,6 are 1292; var. 

7 is # 1293; var 3 is f 129011; var. 10 is 1295; var. 11 is f 1294; 
and var 12 is #1296. 

Pages 35 4 33, its really to oad that breen could’nt have gone tnrough 30,00 un- 
attrlbuted early date half cents as he claims he did tae large cents 
and confirm some of tne general rarity assignments, especially in the 
Scarce, R-3; Very Scarce, R-4; and Rare, R-5 varieties. A lot of 
W B 'i i p mmt guesswork or "Kentucky w'indage" prevails when making 

rarity assignments in tnis rarity range. Poorly stated but I t.iink 
you get my drift. 

Looks like I'm about out of paper and energy so I’ll button up for now and hit 
the sack. Hoping the above is not all a duplication of what you’ve noted. I 
figured you’d be involved in the mintage quan., emission sequences, minting meth¬ 
ods, etc. One additional thing I learned this year is taat it’s very important 
to wait until a man Is dead before you hang out all his dirty linen. I wonder 
if Dr. Lapp would have accepted for publication from an average 3.A.O. member the 
drivel he published for breen. May t'ne wind be at your back, the sun upon your 
face and an abundance of 20 year old Scotch in your pantry. 

•iff iirmm fffwi My love to you, Debbie ^ trie* URLS 'y 
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ed a rather criti- 
nited States Half 
ber, .I invited 
snts appear below. 


an improvement over 
nny Wise .; Possibly 
to do the subject 


o pick is a little 


on is. "difficult to 
' readers do hot know 
lectors. Others 

leave the impression that he expected the book to be the kind that 
purports to tell,you instantly How Much It’s Worth. But an ency¬ 
clopedia cannot be a. continuously updated value guide. Ordinary 
coins in ordinary grades can be priced from, the Red Book, or gray 
sheet; rarer or cftbicer ones.require a knowledge of auction rec¬ 
ords, which is precisely what this book provides instead, 

Stili others make me wonder if the copy he read is even the same , 
book I wrote. Two examples of this last: 

1. He claims that I have expressed "little other than dis¬ 
dain for the efforts of numismatic authors for the past 125 years" 
—despite the praise 1 lavished on (among others) S. Sv Crosby, 

Dr. Sheldon, Wayte Raymond, Cornelius Vermeule, Don Taxay’and- 
Robert W, Julian. (Had I found a convenient occasion to, I would 
have added Ifeil Carother’s, Georgs H, Clapp, Howard Newcomb, and 
Eric P, Newman),' The-context was my late T940s disappointment 
with'certain pre-Sheldon coin books, most of 'which have been super¬ 
seded by better .texts. 

2. , He complains that my section' "How Half Cents Were Made" 

"seldom mentions the half cents" and "tells us about the invention 
of coinage by the Lydians.'* ■ Its focus is on how the’Philadelphia 
Mint made copper co.ins (planchets, dies,, and striking), ;in the 
context of the changing mint technology of the period, ’"Text 
without',:cOntext is pretext, " j ; j , ■ - 

The illustrations on pp. 15-16 about which he complains are an 
artists composites from.much older engravings in coin books. 

There was no time,to get them redone from scratch. As for the 
missing items In the photographic grading guide, he would do bet¬ 
ter to ask Jon Hanson. 


Dear Roger: 

Sorry you won't be in Onicago on the 
llfn. Your presence, s'nall we say, "enliv¬ 
ens" a gathering. Since Oal Yiisou evidently 
see's me in your "camp" - and well be sbould- 
I‘la try to carry on in Ohi. as befits a .mem- 
X ber of "Gohen's Oorps Ooncordla". 

Please save out a couple of bucks for 
me on the very strong likeiy'nood that I’ll 
be flatassed broke when I get to D.G. 

Have a good week my General and I hope 
all your loved ones are well and happy. 








flpL 9 l/rx/uar .//y Terr 
l\f,fif)^U^ A1> 
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R. TETTENHORST 

-Pr-O.-Bex-9-362— 

- Riehmend -Heights,- Mieswari -66M-y- 
P. 0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


January 12, 1987 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
lllOC University Village 
East Lansing, MI 48823 


Dear Frank; 

It would be a pleasure seeing you here to inspect the "Missouri Cabinet" 
collection of half cents. From my point of view, the timing would be best 
if we could do it before the EAC meeting in mid-March. The only weekends which 
are not possible for me are the weekends of Saturday, January 24 and Sunday, 
January 25 and Saturday, February 28 and Sunday, March 1. 

Please keep in mind that the Newman Money Museum is not open on Saturday and 
Sunday. Its hours are Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Therefore, 
if you can possibly arrange to come in for at least a little piece of a Friday 
afternoon or a Monday morning, that would be best. An hour would be plenty 
of time to tour the Museum itself, unless you would like to have additional 
time to do research in its considerable library. 

Would you be willing to perform some services for me in connection with your 
visit? Specifically, would you give me a grading of each of the major coins, 
and what you know about its pedigree and position in the condition census? 
If so, I would be glad to pay for your airplane ticket and hotel bill, since 
they will become tax deductible to me. Doing it this way may take some pressure 
off of you to make plans a month in advance. Also, it would not be necessary 
to use the very lowest price ticket available. 

I would be interested in finding out what you heard about the Robbie Brown 
sale. I am looking forward to seeing you and hope we can have an interesting 
time together. 


Regards, 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 
January 30, 1987 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
lllOC University Village 
East Lansing, MI 48823 

Dear Frank: 

I have made a reservation for you at the Riverfront Holiday 
Inn on Fourth Street in downtown St. Louis for arrival on 
Wednesday, February 18. The confirmation number is 6425. 
Please let me know promptly if you change your mind as to 
your arrival time so that I can advise the hotel. This 
hotel is convenient to the downtown area, within walking 
distance of the museum, the coin show, the safe deposit 
vault, etc. 

Would it be practical for you to charge your plane ticket 
to your Mastercard? I can then reimburse you for your trans¬ 
portation and hotel bill when you are here so you will have 
the cash before you have to pay the bill. If you would 
prefer to handle this some other way, please let me know. 

I will give seme thought to your question about interesting 
things to see. There are certainly many different alterna¬ 
tives, although February is not the ideal month, of course. 

If you could give me a clue as to what types of things are 
interesting to you, it might help focus my thoughts. 

It will be very interesting to get your evaluation and comments 
about the coins. Of course, they will Include the duplicates. 
In some of the rarer varieties, there are duplicates which 
are in or near the condition census. 

There may be a solution to the question of taking notes 
or just enjoying yourself. Since I would like to have notes 
of your comments in any case, I can make the notes as you 
go through the individual items. Then I can give you a 
copy of the notes. What a wonderful Invention is Xerox! 


Looking forward to seeing you. 
Sincerely, 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE. MAIL: P.O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS. MO. 63178. PHONE 314-444-6000 CABLE: EDBBO 

March 6, 1987 


ERIC NEWMAN 


Attached are a few items: 

1) Frank Wilkinson's hotel bill -- I think EPNNES has already paid him for 

this, but you asked him for the bill "in due course" in support for the 

payment. 

2) Two letters and a postcard from Frank -- The letter dated February 24th 

contains his listing of the condition census ranking of some of the coins 
in MOCAB. I will review these in due course to see if I agree. He also 
encloses a list of the coins in two other significant half-cent collections. 
I believe the condition census ranking, together with the grading done 
on the EPNNES coins, fully justifies having had him down here. 

3) A reference to the poster you have in your office which appears in the 

new 1986 Anheusur-Busch annual report. 
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R. TETTEN HORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 
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1 ^ 6 !: 


September 'J, 1987 

1110 C University Village 

East Lansing, Michigana 48823 

Dear Tett, 

Thanks for getting Eric to talk at EAC. I heard from both John Wright and 
Jim McGuigan that Eric did a great job. 

As you know, I enjoy tracing the pedigrees of half cents, and I must say 
the information you gave me about the half cents from the Green collection 
really piqued my curiosity. It is my opinion that Green's coins went all 
over even though no collection was ever marketed as The Green Collection. 

You gave me two lists! The first listed the number of coins per date, but 
only for the better dates. According to that list. Col. Green owned nine 
1831 half cents, and this was probably after FCC Boyd, and possibly 
others, got into the Green holdings. Roger Cohen thinks there are from 50 
to 75 1831 half cents of all three varieties. So, I can imagine he owned 
a significant portion of all topnotch half cents. The second list had 
several coins attributed to Gilbert, and it appeared as if there was an 
equal division (by value) of the half cents. Eric Newman got the one 
part, but I haven't figured out yet who got the other half. Do you think 
Eric knows? It is my opinion that some of the coins in the group Eric 
didn't originally get eventually made it into your collection-the red 1794 
G-9 red unc. and the 1803 red unc. sound to me like the Showers coins (The 
only 1794 G-9 and 1803's I know of in red unc. are in your collection.) 

Debbie Cohen was the first I know of to suggest the the Dupont Collection 
of 1954 was actually part of the estate of Sylvia Wilkes, the sister of 
Col. Green. It is my opinion that she also collected coins and added very 
few coins to the collection after her brother died in 1936. Upon careful 
reading of the Dupont catalogue, it is obvious that all of the material 
had been in the Green collection. Roger and I are of the opinion that the 
Dupont coins went to a Mr. Dillon Anderson of Houston, Texas for services 
rendered during the Green Estate Case, which was held before a Special ^ 
Master of the US Supreme Court. I recently wrote Mr. Anderson, and i - 

received a cordial note from his widow. 

I am also of the opinion that the Hi Iyer Ryder Collection was owned by 
Col. Green (Basically I think any great US coin that cannot be 
definitively traced to another collection was likely in the Green 
Collection.) Eric mentioned that Wayte Raymond was Green's principal 
source for coins; we know Mr. Raymond also sold the Ryder coins. 

According to Breen, Wayte Raymond got the Ryder coins in 19^5* or 44 after 
residing in the Ryder estate for fifteen years or so. Ryder died in 
or^28 (I don't have my notes with me at the lab). It is my opinion that 
the Ryder cents and half cents may well have gone into and come out of the 
Green collection as a lot. I base my surmise on two facts: Raymond 
acquired the Ryder coins shortly after Burdette G. Johnson started selling 
off the Green hoard and there has never been, to my knowledge, a Ryder 
sale of colonial coins even though he wrote the definitive work on 
Vermonts.«v-X K-o. ^ 

193 ,/ ^^ 50,06 0 . 

B. Max MehJ< bought the Newcomer collection in the e arly 1920^ ; 


A number ^ 




of coins’^Ex Newcomer reappearedj in the Dupont sale, and it is known that J /< 

Green's 1804 dollar is Ex Newcomer. Bo, I am also of the opinion that Ua.c. 

Green bought the Newcomer collection from Mr. Mehl. 

Does the Showers Catalogue by Stack's include many pedigrees? The Hansen 
listing for Flynn has very few. Is Mr. Showers still alive? He had a 
fabulous collection. Learning where he bought his coins would fill in 
numerous gaps. 

I paid a young woman I know from church who lives in Mass, to do some 
research for me. She got copies of the documents about the Green estate 
which was probated in Bristol, Mass. The numismatic collection was 
appraised at $614,485.82, which may well have been the face value of the 
coins! I looked up the Supreme Court decision of the Green Estate Case at 
the Univ. of Michigan Law Library. They do not have a copy of the 
testimony for the case, which is understandable considering that testimony 
was heard before Special Master Owen for two years and they established 
where Green was for nearly every day from Jan. 1, 1900 until he died in 
1936. A Mr. Dillon Anderson performed that herculean task. I can imagine 
that copies of his correspondence with coin collectors and coin dealers 
are included in the court records (The U of M library does have on 
microfilm the testimony for most of the cases heard before the Supreme 
Court, but I figured the Green data would be like 20,000 pages or so.) 

Now to the important stuff. I hope the Tigers and Cardinals make it to 
the World Series. What do you think? 

Hope to see you at the Norweb sale. 


Best regards. 



Frank Wilkinson 



LIST F.W. BUY 

YEAR C.VAR D/S GRADE GRADE DATE C0HHENT8 / PEDIGREE 


1793 


1 II 

1 IV 

2 I 

3 II 

4 II 


45 

63 

45 

6b 

30 


40 8107 Pedigree to be established 

55 8407 CC3, CCl by 10 pts w/ riMbrk. Knightsbridge 

40 6211 ShiHkus 

60 8406 TJClarke-CWilliaMS-WBareford-JReiver 

20 7609 FU suggested purchase> Boozer-Weaver 


1794 


lA II 60 

IB II 35 

2A I 40 

2B I 7 

3A II 15 

4A III 65 

4E II 12 

5A I 55 

6A III 12 

7 I 40 

8 lU 30 

9 IV 65 


53 8212 ShiMkus 

30 8605 England-D.PalMer 

35 8104 ErlichNan 

4 8505 Boisvert 

8 G.Houston 

63 8201 Forwan CCl 

8 8212 CCA of 4. Guth-ShiHkus 

45 8602 CC3 or 4. Geiss-XYZ-BStowe 

7 7808 NN56 tt2-FRussell-FEU-JRH lower rt. rev weak 

30 8302 Ex Jack Robinson, earlier in a Spinks sale 

15 8301 Brobston-TKatMan 

60 8201 Forttan This and 4ftk earlier Ex an Elder sale 


1795 


1 II 
2A I 
2B IV 

3 I 

4 II 
5A II 
5B II 


6A II 
6B II 


63 

60 

15 


65 

7 

60 

40 


63 8603 CUilliaMS-UBareford-JReiver-Stack's-Halpern-Stack's ti788 

50 8307 Stack's #520 

10 8301 Brobston-TKatMan CC4 

20 6204 EHRGreen-ENewMan-RTett CC3 Unc on Green inventory 

50 7509 Brobston-Hiles-Stack's #6 CC4-7 

45 8107 UR #1758 

65 8007 Br.CBolt-KGoldiian-G.Szyrtl CCl overstruck on S-76B 

8303 overstntck on S-26 
53 8609 Superior #3012 

30 8508 NN 154 #1623-XYZ-Boisvert overstruck on S-78 CCl by 16 pts 


1796 


60 55 8204 VBrand-EHRGreen-ADupont-TAD-RTett-JRM 

65 60 8204 Ex Kettertian RT only financed the purchase CC2 or 3 


1797 


1 I 

1 IX 

2 IV 
2 IV 

3A V 
3E II 


40 DNG 7611 

45 40 7711 

55 45 8601 

40 DNG 8509 

40 30 8211 

30 25 8104 


Ex «KR on TAL 
m 2048 

BIH #1334 chicken scratches pianchet{ CC3) CC7 overall 
Superior #121 CC3 on TAL 
ShiMkus CC4-7 

NN 56-Hiies-Ferin-Braunuorth-ErlichMan CC4-7 


Overstruck on a large cent 

1980 ANA #910-Lone Star at a t2000 loss FU sugoested ptc-'chas 


8312 

7311 

8504 


Lauder #250 

Ex Jess Peters "A prototype 15" 
HarMer-Rooke #7 


1803 


1 VI 

2 III 
2 VI 
2 VII 
3VIII 
4 11 


62 55 7807 

10 DNG 8009 

20 20 7606 

20 18 8702 

55 DNG 8206 

40 DNG 8205 


Teaparty 
Superior #82 

Ex Guth First and Finest known of 
m #2462 

Ex Terranova I think it's a 50 
Stack's May be less than a 35. 


state 




1 II 

45 

40 

7903 

Ex UKR Cleaned, retoned steel, nice. I nearly bought it in 1978 

2 II 

6 

4 

7812 

Ex Coring CC 5 at best 

4 I 

30 

25 

7512 

Ex K Pines CC 3 to 5 

5 I 

55 

50 

7904 

St. Claire CC 5 at best 

5 V 

30 

DNG 

7408 

Ex «RTS 

6 IV 

45 

DNG 

7907 

Borckardt 

6 V 

45 

DNG 

8112 

Elder 

6 VII 

25 

DNG 

7707 

R Gross 

6 IX 

40 

DNG 

8103 

Roue 

6 X 

50 

DNG 

8003 

J Marcelli 

6 XI 

45 

DNG 

7911 

G Braig 

6XIII 

50 

DNG 

7911 

G Braig by trade 

6 XIV 

40 

DNG 

7408 

Ex MRTS 

6 XV 

55 

DNG 

7907 

M Levy 

7 III 

55 

50 

8104 

Ex John Nrioht by trade CCl or 2 Minor clip 

7 VI 

30 

DNG 

7407 

HRTSMith EF scratched and recolored 

7VIII 

12 

DNG 

8105 

EAC Dallas 

8 IV 

63 

DNG 

8406 

A Kruizer 

8 VII 

45 

DNG 

7511 

ParaMOunt #8 

8 V 

61 

DNG 

8410 

Stack's »437 

9 III 

65 

60 

7903 

Ex «KR CC3 to 6 

9 VII 

63 

55 

7905 

J Kern In Top Ten 

10 I 

65 

DNG 

8101 

J LeidMan «aybe Ex Tett 

11 V 

40 

DNG 

7910 

U Weber, who has several oreat ones'. 

12 I 

65 
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65 

63 
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55 

45 
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Tett possibly Ex EHR Green 

3 II 

10 

7 
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M Stutt 

3 IV 

7 

5 

7512 
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65 

65 
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: I 
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3 1 

55 

50 
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50 

40 
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i RS 

65 

63 
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Terranova I forget the pedigree t >( 5” 4 ewJ 
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63 
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45 

45 
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30 

25 
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65 

65 
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65 

DNG 
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65 

65 
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1 


65 

60 
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1 

I 

63 
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2 

I 

65 
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2 
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3 

II 

63 
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8312 

Lauder #282 

1833 

1 

IV 

63 

DNG 
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1 

Pr 

67 

67 
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y Weber in trade for an All 1794 #9 


1 
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7906 
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1 
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2 
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8211 
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. 65 
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65 
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65 
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1 R 
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66 
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1 R 
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1 
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1 

II 
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F Borcherdt 

1851 

1 
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Pr 

64 
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1 
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63 
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Ivy #17 
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I 

63 
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2E 
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1 
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Leicinan 

1856 

B2ft 
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Pr 

65 
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1857 

1 
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2B 

Pr 

66 
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8610 

Chemesino 
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September 22, 1987 


4 p.m. 


B. E. : 

Frank Wilkinson called and left a message on my phone mall. 
He said he had been to see you re coins in February. Eric 
told him to give us phone numbers where he could be reached: 
Office: 517 353-8844 

Home: 517 355-5854 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 23, 1988 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 

303 W. Oak Street 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank: 

Thanks for the article on the Anderson/Dupont coins. It is fascinating. Of 
course, Eric would be the ideal source of comment on this, because of his familiarity 
with Burdette Johnson and his role with respect to the Col. Green collection. 

I am enclosing a copy of an article I just wrote for Penny-Wise on the Dr. 

Edwards copies. As you can see, there is a puzzling question regarding the 
planchets. 

I look forward to seeing you and John when you can get over here. I hope to 
see you at ANA, given its proximity to your new residence. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 


enclosure 
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R. TETTEN HORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 7, 1988 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
303 West Oak Street 
West Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank: 

I have not heard from you confirming whether or not you and. 
John are coming the weekend of September 17/18. My weekend 
is beginning to fill up scnneKhat. Please let me know as 
quickly as you can \diether you are coming. 

Also, would it be possible for you to come on Friday evening? 
I am looking forward to seeing you“whenever. 
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FROM: JOHN WRIGHT 
EXT. (616) 926-3308 


DATE: Oct. 21, 1988 


Dear "RT", 

Here are the prints from our 16-18 
September photo sessions. We goofed 
badly on the first day, as all first- 
day rolls came out blank. A remake 
of these should take several hours of 
a Saturday some time at your con¬ 
venience . 

If you would like a remake of the 
missing prints, please give us a 
list of the most convenient dates 
for you and we will pick the earliest 
date consistent with our own 
schedule. At a lower priority, I 
would love to see your large cent 
collection, too-- and Eric's, if 
possible. 

Enclosed are 44l half cent frames 
at $1 each plus postage and packing— 
say $ 450 . The four large cent frames 
are gratis. 

Thank you again for your hospitality 
and please accept our apology for 
the need for a follow-on. 


JOHN D. WRIGHT 
1468 Ti.'.,'-' ;i3 Drive 

St Joseph, IV'll 49085 



Your friend. 






R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


October 26, 1988 


John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Dear John: 

What a shame! I was certainly sorry to learn from you and Frank that 
some of the pictures didn't come out. We can work on Saturday, November 19 
or Saturday, December 3. 

I will be glad to show you my large cents and to ask Eric if he will 
do the same with his. Del Bland has a full listing of Eric's large cents, 
which he made last year. 

Thanks for the pictures which did come out. My check is enclosed. Hope 
to see you both soon. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 


Enclosure 

C! Frank Wilkinson - I already have a copy of The Day They Shook the 
Plum Tree. 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


November 3, 1988 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
913 No. 20th, Apt. 6 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

The weekend of Saturday, December 3 is no longer a good time for me with respect 
to the photography. However, the weekend of Saturday, November 12 has opened 
up. There is also a big coin show here that weekend. 

The article about the 1826 seems to be very much on target. There is no editing 
needed as far as I am concerned. 

The Dodgers not only won the series, they won it in the most dramatic of fashions. 
It really was one of the memorable series. The Gibson home run will be remembered, 
with embellishment, for generations. By the time twenty years has passed, 
he will be remembered as having been pushed up to the plate in a wheelchair! 

And, there will be at least 600,000 people in L.A. telling their grandchildren 
that they were there. Bob Gibson told me once that if everyone had been at 
the fabulous 1968 World Series game he pitched against the Tigers who has told 
him they were there, the stadium would have had to seat at least 200,000. 

John Tudor was a great competitor for the Cardinals, and I am sorry to see 
his career potentially shortened by injuries. However, it certainly makes 
the Guerrero trade look good for the Cardinals at the moment. 

See you soon. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


mb 


c: John Wright 



R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


November 14, 1988 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
913 North 20th, Apt. 6 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Mr. John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Dear Frank and John: 

Oops! It's my turn to be sorry. I am going to have to cancel our get- 
together for this Saturday, November 19, because of something else very 
important which has come up and cannot be changed. 

However, I would still be available on Saturday, December 3, or Saturday, 
December 10. If either of these days is acceptable to you fellows, please 
let me know as soon as you can. 

My calendar in January is reasonably open at this time except for the 
Jack Robinson sale, of course. 


Sincerely, 



DATE: 


JJUA 

20 Nov. 1988. 

FROM: JOHN WRIGHT 
EXT. (616) 926-3308 


Dear Tett, 

Sorry the 19 Nov. date fell thru— 
have shuffled my schedule to remake 
on 3 Decemher as per your note. 
Would dearly love to see your cents 
then if possible. Will Eric be in 
town then? If so, I'd love to see 
whatever he'd want to share about 
his L .C . 's too . 

Eric's S-264 is enclosed— far the 
most attractive example around this 
grade that I've ever seen. Detail 
is 6/8, surfaces/color truly mar¬ 
velous-- I'd net it as an 8. Hope 
to have prints back for this coin 
before I see you. 


Your friend. 



copy: Frank Wilkinson 



R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


January 20, 1989 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
913 N, 20th St., Apt. 6 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

Thanks for your note. I am really sorry about your focus problems, 
you guys can come back. I enjoy talking to you all so much you can 
come back every few months for any reason or none at all. 

I am enclosing some material about the coins I have in the Superior 
I plan to call you about this over the weekend. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 


mb 

Enclosures ' 

Q^i-<yh 
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DATE: March 1989 

FROM: JOHN WRIGHT 

PHONE: (616) 926-3308 


Dear R.T., 


Prints enclosed of the last two 
coins shot from Eric's collection-- 
just emptied the camera a few days 
ago. 

Frank had a good visit here last 
weekend. I had an impaired (50-55) 
Proof 1851 half cent to show him. 
The coin had come for my opinion 
and return, have since returned it. 
It was definitely not as nice as 
yours. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
Cincy. 


Your friend, 
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JOHND. WRIGHT 
1468 Timherlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


June 7, 1989 


Dear Tett, 


Just heard from Frank that the June 17-18 
weekend is out for him-- has a wedding he's 
expected to be at (not his own). 


Sorry for the short notice-- such as I have 
give I you. If you have some other openings 
for later in the summer/fall we'll try to 
work up a three-way match on one of them. 


Your friend, 



R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 19, 1989 


Mr. John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Dear John: 

I am sorry that the two June weekends would not work out for 
a return visit here. 

Our sunmer will be pretty filled up with trips, etc. At this 
time, September looks like the best month to get together 
since things begin to crowd up a bit again in October. 

Would one of the three weekends September 9-10, September 16-17, 
or September 23-24 be OK for you and Frank? I would prefer 
one of the first two, but can make the third one if neither 
of the first two are convenient for the two of you. 

It might be a good idea to select a weekend now so I can make 
sure that I don't schedule any conflicting plans. 

Sincerely, 


c; Frank Wilkinson 


FRANK: I have had a prompt letter back from Mr. Borhek. However, 
he indicates that the 1794 No. 8 is not for sale. I will 
try to stay in touch with him. 




JOflW D. WRIGHT 

1468 Timberlsne Driv? 
St. kiejh, ATT 


15 July 1989 


Dear Tett, 


Checked with Frank re his 
schedule, then had an unexpected 
two-week interruption-- death in the 
family in Florida. Anyway, the three weekends you gave 
for possihilities in Septemher stack up as follows: 


1. First choice 

23 

Sept. 

Neither Frank nor I have anything. 

2. Alternate 

9 

Sept. 

This is my company's annual picnic, 
but I will skip if 23 Sept, is out. 

3- Unavailahle 

16 

Sept. 

This is Paul Padget's annual Cincy 
show and I have an obligation there- 
have committed to Jack Robinson to 




go over R + CC with him there to bring 
him current for his next CQR. 


Please let me know which if any of these fits your schedule. 


Your friend. 




\ 


\ 


R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


ff 


July 27, 1989 


Mr. John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Dear John: 

The weekend of September 23/24 is OK for me. Let's 
all hold it with the understanding if a conflict 
develops we will get in touch with each other. 


Sincerely, 


rmt 

C. Frank Wilkinson 
FRANK: 

Some good news! After a mysterious absence of 
four or five years, my 1829 proof ex-Showers decided 
to come out of hiding. I was doing some long 
overdue tidying up on my third floor and rediscovered 
where I had hidden it one time years ago when 
I had to go out of town suddenly and did not have 
time to take it back to the safe deposit box. 
r -- - --- - , 

Isn't there some biblical quote about "....more ' 
joy in heaven over one lost sheep returned...."? 
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R. TETTEN HORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 14, 1989 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
410i$ N. 24th Street 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

Yes, we are confirmed for Saturday, September 23 and Sunday, September 24 
for half-cent photography. You know where our office is. Please let me 
know what time Saturday morning you would like to meet here. 

Of course, it would be a pleasure to have Maury Shepherd come along. Any 
half-cent friend of yours is welcome. By the way, you describe him as 
"a professor of something or another." At college I took a number of courses 
from people who should have had that title, and I am glad to see that the 
terminology has now caught up with the reality. 

Please let me know in advance which half-cents you would like to photograph, 
since I would prefer not to bring all of them out of the safe deposit box 
unnecessarily. 

It sounds as though your photographic records are getting more and more 
complete. 

Thanks for the information about the Brigandi coin. I am hoping to compare 
mine to it side by side. I will let you know my judgement after I do so. 

See you soon. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 
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February 27, 1990 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
410^5 North 24th 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

Enclosed is a copy of the article I have submitted for publication in the 
March 15 issue of Penny-Wise . This was really a fun quest for me over 
the years, and I am trying to communicate some sense of the enjo3mient that 
exists in the hunt for information. 

The pictures seem perfectly fine to me, since they were only intended to 
show the dramatic differences in strike between the copper and copper-nickel 
planchets, particularly in the denticles. I don't know how the reproduction 
in Penny-Wise will come out, but the pictures certainly show the denticle 
detail quite clearly. 

On another matter, I did follow through with respect to the honorary award 
question you called me about. First, I called Denis Loring. He referred 
me to Stu Hodges. Stu said that they had recently added two half cent 
people, one of whom is Joe Kane, to the panel which recommends awards for 
EAC. Stu said he would pass on the suggestion about Roger to the head 
of the panel. Joe Kane, in particular, is a friend of Rogers and must 
certainly be familiar with his medical condition, so I would assume that 
the suggestion is in friendly and knowledgeable hands, which is all that 
one could expect. 

Also, I have had two conversations with Gene Reale. We have been trying 
to set up a date to look at each others coins, as I mentioned to you that 
we would. This meeting will now probably take place in May, the week after 
the EAC meeting in Orlando, which was the first time that our schedules 
(primarily mine) put us both in New York at the same time. During one 
of the phone conversations, Gene mentioned that "This fellow, Frank Wilk¬ 
inson. . ." had written him several times about photographing his coins. 

I told him that you represented the highest degree of scholarship and integ¬ 
rity and encouraged him to cooperate. I told him that you had been here 
and photographed all of my coins. He said that he was reluctant to do 
that, feeling that it might detract from future publication of his collection. 
When I repeated how worthwhile your overall project was, he said "Well, 
maybe I will let him take just a few, the finest knowns and a few like 
that." My suggestion is that you not pursue him any further unless he 
responds to you. When I get together with him in person in May, I will 
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give it another shot. However, he is planning to be in Orlando. I urged 
him to participate in the Half Cent Happening. Perhaps if you bring to 
Orlando some visual example of how your work is going to be used and organized, 
I might be able to get the two of you together and give you a chance to 
make another pitch. 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 
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October 18, 1990 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
410^5 North 24th 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

Thanks for the card. I have given your regards to Eric and Marilyn. 

My information is that the 1803 was sold to a "non-collector" (investor?) for 
around $17,000. Perhaps sre will get another crack, at it when the Age of Investor 
Disillusionment arrives. ' ■ 

With respect to Jon Hansen, you can certainly mention my name if you like. 

However, I doubt if it would be any pairticulari-inducement to him; it might 
have the opposite effect. Our relationship has always been outwardly friendly. 

I have only pleasant feelings towards J 9 Ji.. I cooperated fully with him when 
he and his photographer friend wanted to photograph my coins for the Breen 
book. However, I have an indirect,.fetelfng, based on comments others have told 
me about, that he regards me as a rf^^al and interloper who prevented him from 
acquiring coins that he wanted. 

My suggestion is,that, if you want to include a reference to me, you ask him 
whether he would like you to invite me to attend. Or else just omit me from 
the communciation altogether. 

I have just received the 1794 yA9 lettered edge on a thin planchet. The quest 
for information dbouf^it led me to a 1795 #2 (is it 2a or 2b?) lettered edge 
on a thin planchet also. Together with Roger's ex-Brobston 1795 #1, this 
means that there is one specimen of each of the last three verities of lettered 
edge half cents struck'before the general use of the thinner planchets. Does 
that suggest any particular explanatdon to you for the existence of these lettered 
edge thin planchet coins? 


Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 


m 





International Trade Coins i 

Spanish-American Dollars of eight r^les 
( "Pieces of Eight”) 

Note mintmark [y^ ] of the Mexico City Mirff*^ 
first Mint in the New World, established in 1535 
Bits, cut and counterstamped for use as change i 
the West Indies 

Silver, 18th and early 19th centuries 

Bequest of Marcus L Ward 1921 and Purchase 1982 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 9, 1991 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
Alois North 2Ath 
Lafayette, IN 47904 


Dear Frank: 

I saw the enclosed article in The Economist which discusses mitochondria and 
mtDNA. If you didn't see it, you might be interested in the article. 

Shortly after Roger died, you mentioned to me over the telephone one time a 
number of Roger's coins that you thought would be an upgrade for my collection. 
I have kept those notes and would like to talk to you sometime to make sure 
that it is still an accurate and complete list. Obviously, there are some 
coins that will need to be compared side by side to see which is better. 

Another thing that I am doing is going through my collection to do a more 
thorough description of my die states. Then, I will have to decide which 
varieties I want to collect by die state. Roger's collection will obviously 
be a unique opportunity to enhance anyone's die state collections. 

I am planning to go out to Superior, probably early in November, to look at 
the auction lots carefully and to compare some of my coins. Then, of course, 
I will be back out there in January for the auction. Are you planning to go 
out for the sale or any time before then? If so, we can talk about coordinating 
our observations on some of the coins. 

Superior has sent me a copy of the work that you and Mike Packard did on Roger's 
collection. It is amazingly detailed and thorough. I hope the die state 
information finds its way into the catalogue undiminished. They will probably 
condense your description of the nicks and scratches, etc. 

I am planning to call Debbie Cohen sometime to talk about Roger's notes and 
records, etc. I will suggest to her that she not throw anything away. 
Obviously, whatever she wants to keep as a momento should have the highest 
priority. After that I would be glad to buy from her, at something higher 
than a fair price, whatever she does not want to keep for herself or the 
children. By the way, if that happens, I would certainly be happy to let you 
have any items that were of particular interest to you either in original form 
or copies. 

I hope everything is going well with you this fall. 


Sincere i'' 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 24, 1993 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 

2501 Soldiers Home Rd., Apt. 2C 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank: 

It was great to hear from you. I have really missed talking and corresponding. 
In fact, I asked John Wright at the last EAC meeting for your phone number 
and address, which he gave me. I have been planning to get in touch with you 
myself. 

No, I don't remember getting the letter last fall. To answer your questions, 
I don't believe John Hanson has sold his collection. If so, I think I would 
probably have heard about it. No, I did not buy any of the Naftzger collection, 
half cents or large cents. He showed me a few of the half cents prior to the 
Roger Cohen sale, and offered to sell them to me. However, there really was 
nothing that was a significant upgrade for me. I haven't bought anything very 
interesting since the sale of Roger's collection. Just a few run-of-the-mill 
errors, etc. 

Your proposal for treatment of genetic disorder sounds very interesting. If 
it works, it will be one of the real instances of lowering medical costs. 
In spite of all of the conversation on the part of the new administration, 
no one seems to have much confidence in their commitment to actually lower 
costs. 

I will be at the ANA from Thursay through Saturday, particularly at the EAC 
meeting on Friday, July 30th. It would be great to see you there. In 
particular, I have never met Cathy, and would truly enjoy doing so. 

The question you ask about the impact on a shopping center of highway 
construction is one that has come up from time to time. We have not ever 
directly worked with the highway authority on questions like this. We simply 
don't have the clout by ourselves to do so. We have asked the shopping center 
developer and owner to do so. Upually, he is far ahead of us, since his income 
is dramatically affected also. Before going bankrupt, we have known of instances 
where small retailers asked the shopping center owner for rental reductions 
or release from the lease. Sometimes they have been successful with this kind 
of request. It is in the landlord's best interest to help them, because if 
they go bankrupt, the landlord gets nothing. Experienced legal or real estate 
counsel is advisable in undertaking such a step. EBS has sometimes achieved 
this kind of relief as well, usually with some offsetting benefit to the landlord 
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June 24, 1993 


such as extending the lease or renting an additional store after the construction 
is finished. In general, however, we have survived just by the law of averages, 
since we have enough stores that are doing well at any given time to enable 
us to carry a few losers. 

Congratulations on your first anniversary! Marilyn and I are delighted that 
you are both happy and, of course, not at all surprised. Best wishes. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


April 18, 1994 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 

2501 Soldiers Home Rd,, Apt. 2C 

W. Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank; 

Enclosed is a copy of the real estate section from the Sunday St. LoiUA 
Po^t Vt&patck of April 10 and a map of St. Louis county. The Sigma-Aldrich 
plant is very near 1-55. Some of the South County suburbs in the corridor 
along 1-55 would give a relatively short commute. Communities such as Mehlville, 
Lemay, Affton, and Bayless come to mind. 

Since you mentioned the east side of the river, Marsha brought in the real 
estate section from the BoZlzvtZtZ Nmt VmocAjOt. She lives in Illinois, along 
with about one-third of the people who work in downtown St. Louis. Belleville, 
Fairview Heights, and a number of other communities in Illinois are nice places 
to live and provide many of the homes for people who work at Edison Brothers 
and elsewhere. 

I am also enclosing a copy of the Sigma-Aldrich annual report. You will see 
a familiar name listed among the directors on the inside back cover. This 
report to shareholders gives management's perspective on the operations of 
the company, which should be of interest to any prospective executive. Information 
about the common stock price, dividends, etc., is on page 11. 

It looks as though the first half of 1994 could be a significant time for you 
and Cathy. Marilyn joins me in sending our best wishes. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


( Jun 


June 7, : 



Dr. Frank Wilkinson 

2501 Soldiers Home Rd., Apt. 2C 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank: 

We are anxiously awaiting word about the new variety of Wilkinson, which should 
be known informally at W3! Please send us the details about this definitely 
mint state specimen. 

I am not sure that Partrick will be moved to participate in your half cent 
photo survey. However, I will mention your comments to him when I get an 
appropriate opportunity. Also, there is another non-participant collection 
that I may be able to get you photographs of, although I am not sure. I am 
working on it for you. 

Eric recently gave me a copy of the attached article from the May 1916 issue 
of "The Numismatist" which presents George Ross' list of half cent varieties. 
This article was undoubtedly written almost simultaneously with the publication 
of Gilbert's book (March 1916). It would be interesting to know if there was 
any connection. Thought you might like to have a copy for your files. 


Sincerely 



R. Tettenhorst 
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8/4/94 


ERIC NEWMAN 

For your information, Frank 
Wilkinson is a tireless 
researcher on half cents. He 
was also featured in another 
capacity in the local newspaper 
on Father's Day. 



FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 


8/4/94 


ROBIN 

Frank Wilkinson, who was featured 
in a Father's Day article in his 
local newspaper, is one of my 
half cent friends. His son, 
Lawrence, was born just a couple 
of months after Benjie, and we 
have compared notes! 



FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 


R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


August 4, 1994 


Mr. Fred L. Lake 
Function Associates 
6822 22nd Avenue North 
Suite 218 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710 


Dear Fred: 

Frank Wilkinson, who probably knows more about half cents and half cent 
literature than anyone now active in the field, told me that the George Ross 
Articles had been reprinted. They appeared in the Lapp/Silberman anthology 
entitled U.S. Large Cents 1793-1857 . 

The first of these articles appeared as early as December 1913 and a number 
of others in late 1915. It is interesting that no mention of these detailed 
articles appears in Gilbert's book, which was published in 1916. 


Sincerely, 



8/4/94 


R. Tettenhorst 
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I have this book at home. I assume 


you have it in your library as well. 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


April 10, 1995 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 

2501 Soldiers Home Rd., Apt. 2C 

W. Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank; 

As you will remember, I do answer correpondence--eventually. It was nice hearing 
from you, and I assume that Lawrence is continuing to make excellent progress. 
Pretty soon he should be running around and getting into trouble! 

Your information about the sequence of striking of the proofs of the 1840s 
is interesting. It doesn't seem trivial to me. Did your research give you 
any further insight into the possibility of different series of restrikes as 
described by Walter in his book of proof coins? How valid do you believe that 
analysis is? I have a complete run of the dates 1840 to 48 on the 96 grain 
planchets, which should validate that particular series as having been restruck 
at approximately the same time. 

No, I do not have the 1847 first restrike yet. That was a mistake by Rick 
Coleman, which I believe he corrected on a subsequent listing. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at EAC. It has been a long time. I will 
bring the coins you asked for and the Showers catalogue as well as the Brobston 
plates. With respect to your making a copy of the Brobston photographs, it 
is certainly okay with me, as you know. However, the copyright is owned by 
Stack s. Although they were kind enough to send me a set, I cannot reproduce 
them without their permission. I talked to Larry Stack about your project. 
He said if you would write him a letter telling him why you want a set of 
photographs, he will give it consideration and is inclined to say "yes" unless 
there is some technical legal complication. I gave him a sales talk, and he 
said he and the firm like to be cooperative with projects that are for the 
advancement of knowledge about the hobby. I will talk to you about this when 
I see you. 

Mark Borckardt's half cent/large cent certainly brought an amazing price, didn't 
it? 

See you soon. 


Si 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 10, 1995 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 

2501 Soldiers Home Rd., Apt. 2C 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 


Dear Frank: 

Always good to hear from you. Your letters always contain interesting 
information. Here are answers to some of your questions and comments. 

I have not heard from Larry Stack and wouldn't expect to. He knows I am 
in favor of giving you prints, since I asked him if it was okay. 

- Yes, I would like to have prints of the pictures you took, to add to the 

other good pictures I have that you took in the past. 

We can photograph the coins of mine that you have not taken previously at 
any time that you want, if we can get together somewhere. For your 

information, I also purchased from Tom Reynolds the 1806 C2 which he had 

at EAC. It was better than mine on the reverse, in my opinion. 

I will have to take some time to evaluate your question on Jim's acquisitions. 
I did not acquire any of the Weber draped bust coins, although a few were 
better than mine. 

- Yes, I think October, 1964 was a marvelous book. Mr. Halberstam writes 

about baseball with a great depth of interest and understanding. It is 

a pity that he spent so much of his life writing about peripheral subjects! 

Why don't you write Mr. Halberstam directly about George Crowe? It would 
be fun for you to have some correspondence with such a noted baseball 

authority. Besides, your knowledge of the situation is more direct than 
mine. I use to watch Oscar play when the Hawks were still in St. Louis. 
There were several other sensational guards during that period, such as 
Cousy and Jerry West, but Oscar had a level of finesse and skill that was 
a step ahead of the others, in my opinion. By the way, I have a personal 
story about Cousy that I will tell you sometime when we get together. 

I don't have an opinion about whether you should charge for your services. 
However, I definitely think you should write more technical stuff for 
Penny~Wise . The rest of us would enjoy the knowledge, and you deserve the 
recognition of your expertise. In general, I would say that you should 




Dr, Frank Wilkinson 
Page 2 of 2 
June 10, 1995 


probably not charge for the occasional one item opinion. However, if somebody 
wants a written evaluation or certification of a coin from you, you might 
charge a small fee such as Bob Grellman does for late date large cents. 
However, in his case, attributions are much more of a challenge, and it 
is probably more realistic for him to charge because of the volume of 
questions that he gets than it would be for you. In any case, if someone 
gives you a major project, such as the Goldbergs did with Roger's collection 
or Joe Flynn did with Jon Hanson for the Showers' write-up, then you should 
definitely charge them. I would suggest that the lowest rate for that would 
be $25 an hour, which is $200 per eight hour day plus any travel expenses, 
etc. 

In a previous letter, you wrote me that you had resolved the order of strike 
of the proof only half cents of the 1840s. When you looked at the die 
deterioration, did you reach any conclusion as to where the 96 grain planchets 
for the second restrikes came in the sequence? 

And, finally, a pleasant item for you. Eric told me that he had discovered 
the full original list of the half cents from the Colonel Green's collection 
with a description of the division between himself and Burdette Johnson. It 
also shows the retail prices allocated to each of the coins. Knowing of your 
interest in tracing the pedigrees and particularly your interest in Colonel 
Green, I asked Eric for permission to send you a copy of the list. He said 
yes, and the list is enclosed. I don't remember if I gave you all or part 
of this information in the past. However, here it is for your enjoyment. 

Please give my best to Cathy, whom I am still hoping to meet some time, and 
to Lawrence, who should probably have been named Ebenezer Gilbert Wilkinson. 


Sincerely. 



R. Tettenhorst 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 




July 2, 1997 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 
307 Charleston Green 
Malvern, PA 19355 


Dear Frank: 

Thanks very much for your recent letter enclosing envelopes and other material 
from Roger Cohen. After I go through it I will put this material with the 
other Roger Cohen memorabilia, which are in our file. I, too, miss him a great 
deal and enjoy talking to Debby on those occasions when we speak. A few comments 
on other items in your letter are as follows: 

You will love living in the Bay Area if the Smith-Kline move goes through. 
It is expensive for housing, parking, etc., depending on what section your 
office is in and where you choose to live. There are some wonderful 
neighborhoods and some terrible neighborhoods in that region, but I am sure 
the company will provide you with guidance and resource material. Tadish's, 
on or near the 200 block of California Street, is my favorite seafood 

restaurant in the whole world. 

I don t think the 1847 first restrike is in the Montgomery half cents. 
The list of proof half cents that they published in March (see attached) 
does not include it. 

No, I did not get the 1795 C2b in the Bullowa Sale. I understand it went 
for $100,000 plus the buyer's premium, which was far over my bid. I wasn't 
even close to being the underbidder. 

- I am looking forward to reading your articles in PW. I am also planning 

to write on the thin planchet lettered edge specimens of 1794 C9 and 1795 

Cl and C2. I know of at least a half dozen. I have a hypothesis that they 

may actually have been trial strikings on planchets of various weights in 
preparation for the switch reduction in weights which occurred subsequently 
in 1795. Do you know of any specimens, and do you have any opinion on this? 
I will send you the article before it appears. 

- Thanks for the tip about Gene Braig's 1804 C5. I will contact him sometime 
later this month. 

I first encountered the statement about prime numbers in Euclid's proof 
that there are an infinite number of primes. In that case, Euclid created 
an indirect proof in which he assumed there was a finite number of proofs. 
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He then looked at the product of all these proofs plus one. He concluded 
that this number was either prime or divisible by some other prime not on 
the list. Either alternative proved that it was not possible to create 
a finite list of all primes. 

By the way, some years ago I created a rather short proof that there was 
no limit to the number of consecutive non-primes between two consecutive 
primes. I can demonstrate a gap in the sequence of prime numbers of any 
given size, no matter how large. This is true even though the number of 
primes beyond that gap remains infinite. Intuitively, this seems like a 
contradiction, but it is not. 

If you would like a copy of my proof, let me know and I will dig it out 
of the old files. 

I recently had a set of photographs made for my office wall of my favorite 
specimen of each of the five years of liberty cap half cents. As long as 
the negatives were being produced, I made a set in smaller size for you, 
Rick Coleman, and Bill Weber, which I took to EAC. Since you were not in 
Las Vegas, I still have your set, which I am enclosing. I hope you enjoy 
them. 


Sincerely, 

R. Tettenhorst 


mb 


Enclosures 


Subj; Re: 96 no poles 

Date: 2/28/00 1:59:46 PM Central Standard Time 



Frank, 


I have now been able to look at the plates in Eric's lovely copy of the Mills Sale. The plates do hot show much fine detail, 
however it is clear to me that the Heritage coin is NOT the Mills coin. 

Easily noticeable differences include: 

1) The Mills coin has had more wear, so some details are missing or fainter than on the Heritage coin, 

2) In particular, the die crack has been worn off the face of Liberty so that none of the crack is visible except in the fields, 

3) The Mills coin has much smoother surfaces and the plate shows none of the heavy corrosion and pitting that is so evident 
on the other coin, 

4) The Mills coin has a clear, rather long scratch on the face just above where the crack was, angled upward toward the back 
of the eye, and 

5) The Mills coin has a visible edge ding abo\e the A in STATES. 

Judging from the plates alone, I would clearly prefer the Mills coin because of the roughness on the Heritage coin. 


Regards to Cathy and Lawrence, Tett 






Subj: Re: EAC Region 8 Newsletter #184 - 27 February 2000 

Date: 2/28/00 2:22:35 PM Central Standard Time 



Mark: 

Please add me to the list of those who definitely plan to be at the convention. 

Another item may be of interest to my half cent brethren. A friend recenly asked me if the 1796 no pole in the recent Heritage 
sale could be the one in Chapman's Mills Sale of 1906. I was able to inspect a copy of the Mills catalogue with plates, and it 
was clear to me that the two coins are definitely different specimens. The Mills coin has slightly more wear but much 
smoother surfeces, as well as some clearly distingushing marks that do not appear on the Heritage coin. Judging from the 
plates alone, I belie\e most of us would prefer the Mills coin. 

Incidentally, the Mills specimen fetched an impressive $47.50 ! This was about three times the price for each of three 
unciculated 1793 and 1794 half cents in that sale, but only about one thousandth of the $47,150 paid in the recent auction ! 
Because of the magic of compounding, however, I think that works out to around a 7.6% increase annually, if you ignore any 
possible difference in the value of the two coins. 

It would be appreciated if anyone who has additional pedigree information about either coin would let us know. 


Regards, 


Tett 



Subj: Re: More on the Mills 96 no pole 

Date: 2/28/00 2:35:07 PM Central Standard Time 



Frank: 

Some further observations on the Mills 96 no pole. I have anotation in my copy of the Breen book that at one time you 
thought the Mills coin my be the plate coin in Gilbert. However, in comparing the two plates, neither of which is very sharp, it 
doesn't seem that this is the case. The Mills coin appears to have more wear and less detail. 

The Mills coin brought a then impressive $47.50. This was about three times the price paid for each of three uncirculated 
1793 and 1794 half cents. It is also almost exactly one thousandth of the $47,150 paid in the Heritage sale. If my rough 
estimate is correct, that works out to a compound annual appreciation of about 7.6%. 


Regards, Tett 
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Bidding Guidelines 


Guidelines 

1. You only need to bid once. 

2. Bid the maximum amount you are willing to pay for this auction lot. This amount, 
unseen by other bidders or consignors, will be used to bid for you as long as the 
current bid is lower than your bid. 

3. Bids must be whole dollar amounts. Partial dollar amounts will not be accepted. 

4. Review your bid carefully before submitting it. Make sure that you are willing to 
pay the price you bid for this lot. If you make a mistake on your bid, you will have 
only one more chance to correct it before it becomes final. 

5. If this lot has a photograph, click it for a more detailed view of the coin. 

6. Take advantage of Mv Heritage and keep track of all your bidding activities with 
one click of the mouse. My Heritage instantly creates an at-a-glance bidding 
activity page accessible only by you. Try it nowl 

7. A buyer's premium - "Buyer's Fee" - is charged in addition to the successful bid. 
The applicable buyer's premium for this Auction Sale is an amount equal to fifteen 
(15%) percent of the successful bid. 

8. Because bids come in via phone. Email, FAX, regular mail, etc., a tie for the high 
bid is possible. In the event of a tie for the high bid, the internet bidder wins by 
default. 

9. Please review our Te^rms and Con ditions . Your bid means that you accept them 
and will comply if you are the winning bidder. 

10. Bid increments determine the lowest amount you may bid on a particular lot. All 
bids must be at least one bidding increment over the current bid. However, these 
increments only apply to the current bid. Bids greater than one increment over the 
current bid can be any whole dollar amount.The bid increments are as follows: 
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Description 

1 


1796 1/2 C No Pole Fine 15 PCGS. B-la, C-1, R.6. On October 14, 1796, the Philadelphia 
Mint coined 1,390 half cents and delivered them for public distribution ten days later. These 
are the only 1796-dated half cents produced since the balance of the 114,090 half cents 
struck earlier in the year bore the date 1795. While we do not know the exact breakdown 
between the two 1796-dated die marriages, we do know that representatives of the No Pole 
variety are undeniably rarer than their already elusive With Pole counterparts. Walter Breen 
(1983) estimates that about 20 specimens of the No Pole variety are extant today, many of 
which display heavy wear and/or porosity. All known examples were struck on rolled copper 
planchets, although Cohen claims to have examined specimens that had been struck on cut 
down large cents. As such, Breen has designated the rolled copper planchet pieces as B.la 
and left the B. 1 b designation open in the event that examples struck on cut down large 
cents surface at a future date. 

In his Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, Walter Breen listed 3 Uncirculated, 1 Very 
Fine, 2 Fine, and 6 Very Good examples in his Condition Census for this die variety, some 
of which may be duplicates. After careful research, we feel confident in concluding that the 
present specimen does not fit the description of the coins owned at one time by Mrs. R. 
Henry Norweb (graded About Very Fine by Breen), Ellis Robison (graded Fine by Breen), 
Hon. George M. Parsons (graded Very Good by Breen), or Henry C. Kingman (graded Very 
Good by Breen). Either this is the Fine specimen that appeared as lot 596 in Lester Merkin's 
sale of the Blaise J. Dantone Collection in March, 1969 or it is a newcomer to the Condition 
Census. 

Regardless of this particular coin's pedigree, there can be little doubt that its appearance in 
this auction is an occasion of particular pride for us. This is the first 1796 No Pole half cent 
that we have handled in several years and it is much nicer than the VF 20 Porous example 
that realized $12,075 as lot 8087 in our 1997 ANA Signature Sale. Both sides of this coin 
show smooth chocolate-brown coloration that is slightly deeper on the reverse. There is 
some pitting on Liberty’s portrait and scattered corrosion is noticed about the obverse 
devices, but we stress that this coin is extremely attractive for the issue. Both the rims and 
the surfaces are free of sizeable circulation marks and the remaining definition is rather 
sharp for the median circulated grade. The bisecting obverse die crack is well developed 
and suggests that this coin is a later die state. A legendary rarity among early copper 
issues, we anticipate that this lovely coin will inspire spirited bidding when it comes up for 
auction. 
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Subj: 

Date: 9/6/00 10:27:23 PM Central Daylight Time 



Hi Tett, 


It is item #425087192. It is listed as a Very Fine 1804 Half Cent. The coin looks like a nice VG to Fine with good color. I 
hope you still have time to get it. I take my computer to work for a couple days at a time in order to transfer files as needed 
onto the company computer, and I no longer go on line there with my computer (to do so requires my going into the 
president's office and sitting in his chair, which is kind of okay as he is gone 90% of the time, but it really doesn’t look right). 
The coin is definitely triple struck. 

Call me at home 203-734-2031 or work 203-881-1032 Ext 115 if I can be of help in this matter. Please, do not share my work 
number with other coin collectors. 

Best regards. 


Frank 




Credit cards accepted with pay pal! 
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Top Questions From This Page 

• How do I place a proxy bid? It looks like I can only place a 

• Why isn't mv picture showing up? 

maximum bid. 

• As a seller, how can I cancel an unwanted bid? 

• Why doesn't my bid show up? 

• Why does mv email address appear when I have a User 

• What does "reserve not vet met" mean? 

ID? 

• How can I change something or cancel mv listing 

completely? 

• How do I register? 
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R. TETTENHORST 


220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


June 17, 2002 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 
19 Hoinski Way 
Ansonia, CT 06401 


Dear Frank: 

Here is an interesting little item for you. After I showed Eric 
your letter and e-mail about the Newcomb half cents, he went down 
to his basement files and dug out the attached. It is a record 
of the acquisition of the Colonel Green half cent collection 
by him in partnership with Burdette G. Johnson in April of 1943. 
Eric keeps good files! The cover page shows that they acquired 
418 half cents for $2,500. There follows the division of the 
important coins between Eric and Burdette Johnson, with Johnson's 
estimated retail price. This may help you further link some of 
the Newcomb coins to the Missouri Cabinet. All of the coins on 
the left hand columns eventually went into the Missouri Cabinet, 
although a few have been subsequently traded as I acquired, or 
owned, better ones. 

In any case, this should make enjoyable reading for you. Eric 
sends his regards. 


Sincerely 



mb 


Enclosures 


c: Eric P. Newman 




Hi 



2 ^ 3 . .. ^ —- -- 

_ 

../.A'.. - - y ,—— •■ 

/7f> - 

n<jC> . 

-<1 - /r^j^-SSi- — - 


•2;s4> 


^Ql. 









/i^<p'^ 

y /*// 




^ /PT? / 




4 

- 

nit 

.u 

^ vy 

^ 

/ if v'o 

1 

// 


¥! 

tin 

y 




yy/ 


-i--- 

/ 


-< , ^ 


I 

/ - 


s^r 

1 

n 

— ^ ----— 

'/A 

tn 

// 

^ 


V'”? 



i ^ 

i 

</? 

h 

/// 

[ 


' rf 

1 l/n 



ii 

i-*-/- 

rm^ y. 









































































i. . oolss vavraaa to aao r. axww An> ».». oaiiMo* 

_ noK oomcnoi o» l/a oms 


te^ 

0. 1. TMie., «nd «1>ioIttt«lr •plendia 
light ollT« OA oW. r*d cbMtglag 
0llT« oa r«Ten« Wxoa 


794 6. 4. Qho.t raddlsh oXlY* 


0. 1, Aa** '1th pplA t« 


a. 8. Ohe,, C-/ 


nSS'OO 

' 70.00 1794 0. 8. ttec, •plaodll 


1795 0. 5. Tai 7 f Iaa 
27,80 1796 0. 6. Ter/ fin. 


1794 0. 9. Qae.. red 


(. 9. Without pole to cep. 
Oho., eplendia 


Plala eage. Wlttout pole to oop 
Strhok ower a Talhot>AlIaB and 
Lee Cent, Oho. hesa 


with pole. Terx good, etroag.buxoa 
1 OTer 1 of date. Tx. flae hen 

9. 3. Oho. axoe 
Oae., red haxe 
Uho., aearlj hrlght red. hdcx 
0. 4. Uaa, hee 


1794 Teiy fine 


1797 T.flne, bom ecratcbee 
180.00 1796 Pole. T.good 

1800 Splendid red ollre.Onc. 

20.00 179? 0. 8. T.cood 

• Let. edge. T.folr 


QUO 10*00' 
fxeai 188.00 ' 
luce 15.00 

lex 12,80 
oex 6.50 


18,00 jl794 0. 1. l&c., chocolate 

) 

ao.oo ) 

2.60 j 

) 

3.60 ) 


hex 60.00 
exc 35,00 


0, 3. Croeaet 4. $tenlaea. 


Plata 4. Stenleee. Oai 


3.80 } 

2.80 I 


1797 Plala edge. Pine 


0. 2. Oae., ertglael red. hexe 
Oha,, epleodld red eoler hexe 


10.00 1604 Plain 4. SteM.T.flne «e 10.00 


12.80 )1603 Ohe., red im 28.00 

) 





KM 0, I, SimU e. itmai.— 


* Saall 6. 3t«B« to wTooth. Ono,, 

•z« nr* tf«x 


Lore* 6. Stoas to oroath. Ike,, 
tol^t red aoe 


•or Ourlott* die treek oa «d«e of 

oVt, Vao., red Ue. 


3 erar *07 tko., eplondld eliee. 

Poseltir the riaeat 
kaoea epeolaea eezo 


•0* Uho., apXeodid daik ellre hozai 

•09 0< 2* Oae,, broea ollTa bn* 

” 9. I. Uae., oIIto bee 

•09 oTer *0d Uao., sXoae/ ellTe oez 
•10 Vao.t eplendld eUr* boez 

ni 0. 1. Abt. aao., eilTo boez 

18^ Vao., red aae 

L82* Spleadid dark red proof base 


7,80 180S Itealeee. Una. 

30,00 1908 OTer *07 T.rine 


4.00) 1607 Uac., epleadid 


13.80) 1804 Croaelet 4. T.flne 


1793 0. 3. Uhe.. epleedld. 
76.00 ll^t ellre 


4.00) 

) 1809 orer *06 Bho. 

) 

S.00) 


13.80 1809 orer '06 Uac., ellre 

1609 Tkc,. ellre 

38*00 1810 One., iloeep ellre 
30.00 1811 0. 2. the., eoae bielsee 

3.80 1800 T.flae 

10.00 1794 0. 1. Terr fin* 


Ixea 100.00 


eze 35.00 

nex 35.00 

ex 3.50 

Ize 15.00 


"IS * * bn^t red bex 

1*39 Ike., retr brl4^ red axo 

1831 Ole break ea rcr. Bril* proof 

ixea 

U32 a. 1. tke.. brlflit red bex 

1833 BrlUlaat proof eex 

1834 Uae.. btlilkt red bee 

1838 Uhe., brlfht red bee 


3,00 1828 12 etare. Cleaned 
a,p0 1605 0. 1. nae 


6.00 

1.60 

2.50 


60.00 Alreadr reeelred. 1831 proef Ixea 60,00 


3.80 1606 0. 3. Abt. me. 


3.00 1834 Tke.. red 
3.00 1838 Uac., red 


7.80 

5.00 


3.00 

3.00 


9 - 

UM 


ParfMt brilUaai proof 


90.00 Alro&dp recolTod. ^936 Proof Ixcm 60.00 


nth r«v«ri« of th« typo of 
1940. Porfoot brll. proof Ixea 


1940 Xorgo borrloo. ^loadld proof 


76.00 1940 Smeai date. Snail berrlM 

Proof lin 85.00 


60.00 1840 Snail berflea. Proof Ixca 60.00 


1841 

1842 

1943 

1844 

1846 

1949 

184? 

1849 

1848 

19M 


Snail 

Lars* 

Xaxc« 

SsaU 


Srll. proof Inen 
Perfeet pr. nMl 


>ril. proof Ixan 


4ato. Oho., bo91- 

proof 


Snail date. Snail berrloa. 
Tory brilUaat proof 


1880 

1861 

1863 

1863 

1664 Uno., blaok 

1866 Oho.. bri«ht rod 

Patton 

1989 909111 iT typo in eopper 
Blokal. AV 216. Proof 


Saall borrlos. *rll. pr. 
Oae., pnrplo 


68.00 Already recelred. 1841 large 

berrlee. Proof Ixen 65.00 

66.00 Alread rec. 1842 anall berrlea 

proof nexl 66.00 

86,00 1841 laree berrlea. Prll.pr. Izen 65.00 

66.00 1844 Saall berrlea. Proof 66,00 

66.00 1848 Snail • Bril. pr. Izea 66.00 

60.00 Already rec. 1846 lAree berrlea 

proof Ixen 70.00 


66.00 

76.00 


■ 1947 Snail berrlea 
Proof Ixen 66.00 


8.00 1849 large date. Uae, red axo 4.00 
• ■ • ■ oUre ex 1.P5 

88.00 1849 Saall date. Seall berrlea 

proof lixn 85.00 

1.00 isso Obc. aone red 


1.39 1861 ■ 


boe 1.2< 
boe l.tK 


40.00 Alread ree. 1652 snail barriea 

proof oexn 40.00 


1,38 1863 TJac,, red 
1,36 1864 ■ sure 

l.SO 1866 • red 

12.60 


le 1.26 

•e 1.25 

oe 1.25 


Brilliant, sharp brii^t red 


1840 Snail berrlea. Pollahed 
18.00 proof 


1867 Splendid imrpla pr. 


18.00 

,79crs~ 




Jun. 12 2002 05;42Pn P2 


•LfHvi 


I oobLicTioB or 1/3 Otars 


.?93 0. 1« Otac,, and abaolutal/ aplaadld 
ll^t ollTa oa obr. rad chasclng V> 
alia# OB raaeraa Vfxn 

.794 0. 4. Uno., raddtab ollra oa«l 


1793 0. 3. tftic., CJ 
1793 nna 

n28.00 

78.00 1794 0. 8. One., aplcndld 


f. 8. without pole to cap. 
OBe., splendid 


1794 0. 9. Oac., rad 


PlalB adga. Without pola to oap 
Struck oWer a Talhot-Alltaw and 
Lee Cent. Use. head 


1794 Teiy fina 


1797 T.flna, some scratches 

1798 With pola. Terjr good, atroac.tMxea 180.00 1796 Pole. T.eeod 

1800 Spla&did red olire.UBc. 


"oua 10.00' 
fxcB 138.00 " 
nxe 16.00 


1797 1 orer 1 of date. S*. fine ham 
0. 3. Oho. sdua 

1800 Oao., red hBXa 

1883 Ubo., nearl/ hrl|^t red. heltx 

1804 0. 4. Oho. hoe 


20.00 1797 0. 2. T.piod 

■ Let. edge. T.falr 


18.00 jl794 O. 1. Ohc.. chocolate 


2.80 ) 

) 

) 

3.80 ! 


uax 80.00 
exc 35.00 


0. 3. Crooelet 4. Stealoee. 


Plain 4. stealeaa. Una. 


3.80 ) 

I 

3.80 ) 


1797 Plain od^e. Pine 


1806 9. 3. One.. ortcinsJL md. hexo 
■ Ono.. aplondld red oolor hexe 


10.00 1804 Plaia 4. Stevs.T.fise 


12.50 )1803 Oho., red 


ne 10.00 

Bxa 25.00 

bxo 3.80 





Subj; Brand Inventory 

Date: 2/6/2006 2:21:33 P.M. Ce ntral Standard Time 

Hi Tett, 

Good to hear from you. Thanks for the inventory list 
from the Brand collection. I am listing the important 
coins in an ExCel file and will send it to you soon. 

Most of the important coins came from a single source 
who was a true student of half cents. Since this was 
a consignment from Armin Brand, half the coins from 
this fellow's collection went to Horace Brand. I have 
left blanks for the coins that went to Horace Brand; 
thence to the collecting public. I think it would be 
nice to know two things: 1) Who was this 
knowledgeable collector? and 2) What were the other 
half cents in this really great collection? 

This is where you come in. I have not been a member 
of the ANS for close to twenty years. You are a 
stellar member. Could you send the information to 
them and have them answer these questions? 

In addition, I have listed the balance of the great 
half cents on the sheet. It would be great if the ANS 
could/would answer who Brand bought these coins from 
and if there were other half cents in these 
consignments. 

In the letter to you. Eric mentioned that there are 
other small lists of half cents from the Brand estate. 

Those would be VERY NICE to look at. 

I would LOVE to be at EAC next year. I'll have to see 
how $ and time are as we approach April, 2007. 

Best regards, 

Frank 


Do You Yahoo!? 

Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 




Subj: Re: 1826 Proof Half Cent 

Date: 3/15/2007 6:57:07 A.M. Ce ntral Daylight Time 

HiTett 

I really wish 1 could come, but just cannot. Please 
show the 1826 Cl to Mike Packard, John Wright, and Ron 
Manley. Ron is strongly of the opinion that there is 
the letter A under the scratches to the right of the 
date on the 1826 Cl. However, John Wright and I 
clearly saw a star under the scratches on your proof. 

Mike Packard is quite aware of these contretemps. 

Frank 


~ wrote: 

> Frank: Yes, we were thrilled with the Cardinals 

> last year, particularly 

> because their World Series victory was so 

> unexpected. Eric is at 

> _Ericnumis@aol.com_ (mailto:Ericnumis@aol.com). I 

> will try to have my 1826 and the new 

> one I bought at your suggestion on ebay available. 

> To whom did you want me to 

> show it ? You are right about the mass of details 

> for the convention, but 

> everyone has pitched in to help, particularly 

> Marsha. 1 wish you could come. 

> Tett 

> 


> AOL now offers free 

> email to everyone. Find out more about what's free 

> from AOL at 

> http://www.aol.com. 



Subj: Re: 1826 Cl 

Date: 4/30/2007 5:39:52 P.M. Central Daylight Time 



HiTett 


Hope that EAC went well. I really wish I could have 
been there, but it turned out that I could not 
possibly have been there. 

I am pleased that you had the 26-1's out for 
examination. I still maintain that JDW and I saw a 
star back in 1989. I can live with the consensus that 
the obliterated item is unidentifiable at this time. 

When you get a chance, write up some of your 
observations of what you saw. You are a scientist at 
heart, and I am sure you saw a great deal. 

Frank 


— wrote: 

> Frank: I took the 1826 Cl to the EAC convention, 

> and showed it to Mike 

> Packard, John Wright, and Ron Manley. I also took 

> the other very early die state 

> specimen which I bought from ebay at your 

> suggestion. 

> John had his high power two eye microscope (I forget 

> what he calls it). 

> There was pretty much of a consensus among the four 

> of us that there was clearly 

> something under the scratches which had been 

> intentionally obliterated in 

> the die, but that there was no clear evidence as to 

> what it had been. It 

> really did not look like a star, or like an A, which 

> is what Ron had believed it 

> was, although he still clung to that possibility. I 

> suppose it will have to 

> remain an uncertain hypothesis. Tett 


> free at http://www.aol.com. 


See what's 



Subj: Half cent stuff 

Date; 9/26/2007 7:05:18 P.M. C entral Daylight Time 

HiTett 

There is a 1794 Cl a for sale on Shawn Yancey's web 
site that may be of interest to you. It looks to me 
to be a doubly struck off center brockage with two 
rows of incuse denticles on the obverse. The coin is 
about$250. See 

http://www.earlycoppercoins.com/6678-1794c1 a. jpg 

There are a few coins in the Spurlock collection that 
could possibly improve your collection: 1800, 

1854,5,6,& 7. The 1800 is the best looking one I have 
even seen or seen a picture of. I can only imagine 
the prices of these babies. 

A couple of weeks ago during our after supper 
devotions Cathy asked if we knew anyone who always 
acted in an above board manner. I mentioned—YOU! 

I explained that you have been scrupulously honest and 
fair in all of your dealings with coin dealers and 
other coins collectors. 

Your friend 


Frank Wilkinson 



Subj; Re: Half cent stuff 

Date: 9/27/2007 10:34:06 A.M. C entral Daylight Time 

Frank: What a wonderful compliment! I have always believed that the core standard for human conduct is The 
Golden Rule. Although I do not claim that I have never violated it, it remains in my thoughts. I am really moved 
by your comment. 

Thanks, also for the half cent information. I will follow up. Tett 


See what's new at AOL.com and Make AOL Your Homepage. 



Subj: Not what you EVER wanted to READ 

Date; 12/3/2007 12:15:05 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: 

To: 

HiTett 


1 of 1 


~hD 


I believe I asked you and Eric what I consider a 
rather interesting question about the proof 
like-qualities of well circulated copper coins. Below 
the line is the question as I asked Eric. As I 
recall, neither of you had any idea. 

Within the past week I discovered empirically 
process is performed. It is my 99.9999%.p0TTviction 
that at least three of your half cenjg-^^eretreated in 
a similar fashion: 94-3a Ex MilV^a nd-Turkus, 95-3 
Ex Brobston Showers, and 97^ Ex Mills-Ba rsford . the 
94-3a is still likely CC1, the others cannot be^ Now, 
that is my opinion. But I am virtually certain that I 
know how the corrosion was removed and a certain fake 
brilliance was given to the coins. 

I did not ever expect to learn/discover how this was 
done. However, I think that you would want to know 
what I think on such things. 

If you would like to talk with me about this, my 
telephone number is 203-734-2031. At this time I am 
NOT about to divulge how IT is done. However, you 
could send me a pre 1981 Lincoln cent from circulation 
that you could scratch or othenwise mark up, then send 
it to me. I would be glad to "process" the coin and 
return it to you. 

Frank 




06^1 


As you may recall, I have studied the top half cents 
for the past thirty years. Occasionally a circulated 
copper is encountered that can be called choice. 
Sometimes a choice example will actually sell for more 
money than a higher grade example. 

However, I have noticed that some of the top notch 
copper coins have clear evidence of having corrosion 
removed and yet the coins themselves retain this 
overall choice appearance. 

My question to you is this, do you know of any method 
of cleaning copper coins so that the coin has this 
choice appearance? 





Subj; Your Phone Call 

Date: 1££00^^10^^^\^entral Standard Time 

Hi Tett 

On the 21st you mentioned that you would call me in 
the new year about "coin processing." 

I am also interested in talking with you about any 
experience/knowledge you may have in a start-up 
bio-tech. I have some ideas that I am convinced could 
be of some benefit to society. 

I saw your comments on Region 8 about a 
Spurlock/Brobston whist match. Brobston would 
annihilate Spurlock in any such whist match. It is 
fun to think about the superlative specimens that Mr. 
Brobston assembled. You and JRM are the only people 
alive, possibly who have EVER lived, who could really 
challenge JLB. 

Our telephone number is 

PS There was one other "moral" issue you were 
involved in that really impressed me: Gene Braig 
found the finest known 1804-5. You knew he had the 
coin, but never tried to buy or trade for it. I asked 
you about it once, and you said to the effect that you 
know Gene likes the coin and that if he decides to 
part with it, you would be interested. It seems to me 
that you understood the lesson of David and Bathsheba. 
As far as I know, Russ Butcher bought it, but I don't 
know for sure. Gene if very tight lipped about who 
bought what from his collection. 


Frank 



Subj; Simon Pure Originals 

Date: 1/5/2008 7:12:34 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

HiTett 

I was looking at the half cents that Stack's has in 
their upcoming auction. Lot 33 is an 1852. It is 
listed as a First Restrike, which it is. However, 
when I first looked at it, the doubled T in CENT was 
not clear. I looked at it more, and saw that the N in 
CENT is definitely doubled. 

I thought for a short time that it could be what 
Walter said was a Simon Pure Original. He was of the 
opinion that an 1852 exists with the usual business 
strike reverse of 49-57. 

If you are in Florida for the FUN show, you may want 
to look at the coin to see if the T is doubled. The 
photo may not have been sharp. 

Frank 



5-15-08 


FRANK 

No, I haven't forgotten! 

I am enclosing a few pennies. 
I hope that there are at 
least a couple in here that 
you would want to work on. 
Thanks a bunch. 


FROM THE DESK OF R. TETTENHORST 
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THE FOURTEEN-STAR HALF CENT (??) 


Frank Nilkinson 


It has long been speculated that the area of heavy die 
scratches to the right of the date on 1826 Cohen 1 half 
cents covered so«e errant punch device. Perhaps a digit or 
a star hides uder this crude attenpt at 'erasure'. 


Recently John Uright and I «ere photographing so«e half 
cents in the Missouri Cabinet. Khen John exanined the Proof 
1826 C-1, he renarked 'There's a star under there.' So we 
took a closeup picture of the affected area, copied below. 
Uhat is YOUR opinion? Hrite we. 


Frank Wilkinson 
913 N. 20th, «6 
Lafayette, IN 
47904 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 9, 1998 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 
307 Charleston Greene 
Malvern, PA 19355 


Dear Frank: 

I am trying to track down two half cents. I would appreciate any help 
you may give me with respect to their current location or chain of 
ownership after the printed material. 

1) A few years ago, I read somewhere about a Liberty Cap half cent struck 
over a Massachusetts half cent. Do you know where this reference 
was? Can you verify that it was an accurate description? Do you 
know where the coin is now? 

2) Price list #26 of the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company (Burdette 
G. Johnson) lists a 1795 half cent overstruck on an Immunis Columbia 
cent (see attached). Have you ever heard of this coin? Do you know 
of any subsequent ownership, including the present location of the 
coin? 

I would certainly appreciate any help that you can give me on these 
questions. Thanks very much. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


mb 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


March 29, 1999 


Mr. Frank Wilkinson 
3838 Jarvis Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95118-1634 


Dear Frank: 

I really enjoyed reading your Christmas letter. It is great to get news 
of Lawrence, Cathy, and you. I am glad things are going so well for you. 

I don't know of much important news going on in the half cent field. Whitney 
is selling his three beautiful 1796s in May as part of his overall collection 
for that year. They are certainly too expensive for me to acquire for a 
one or two point upgrade. 

I was interested to read your judgment about Manley's conmients on the 1809 C5. 
How else can the evidence from later die states be explained? 

No, I do not remember receiving your note about squaring a circle. Can 
you give me a repeat, please? 

How is your test for prostate cancer differentiated from our local Dr. 
Catalona's PSA test? 

Although the demise of Edison Brothers is a sad event, we are all well, 
cheerful, and in good spirits. David is a junior at Brown University in 
Providence and loving it. He is a great young man. You will see how quickly 
time flies with offspring. 

Are you coming to EAC in Cincinnati by any chance? It would be wonderful 
to see you again. Eric sends his regards. 


Sincerely: 



R. Tettenhorst 


mb 


Way Out (perhaps Way Way Out) West 


A few weeks A. T. E. (After 'The' 

Encyclopaedia) 

Dear Mr. Roger S. Cohen, Jr.: 

By now you must be aware that my faith in Mr. Collinschnorrer 
has been rewarded. How could I have doubted him for a minute? Since 
you did not reply to niy previous inquiries, I figured that you must 
have thought that I was crazy. He has already printed 7500 copies of 
"'The' encyclopaedia. This confounded me at first because there seems 
to be so few half-penny-pickers today. He said that is just the rea¬ 
son he printed so many. There are not enough half-cents for every¬ 
one. Those masses of fleshy bodies out there can look at the pictures 
instead. I do remember when I had no really intimate friends and Dr. 

William would let me look at his book with all the pictures - every 
type of person imaginable. He always told me to look but not touch, 
just like with the coins. Oh, there I go again. 

Mr. Collinschnorrer says that we must sell each and every last 
copy of 'The' encyclopaedia if we are to have any money left in the 
cookie jar. Why does he always talk about things that make my mouth 
water. He said if 'The' encyclopaedia is not sucJ$Ad5^ul suc¬ 
cessful, he may have to closet the doors to the Institute. He said 
those little nippers charged so much to print 'The' encyclopaedia. I 
think that he should have dropped all that Institute shit. Instead 
of that high-ph^rllls-phaluting not-incorporated anything, if he 
would have just used his real name, whatever it is, they might have 
done it for less. Then there were the photographs - they took up so 
much space. 'Couldn't we just photograph part of the coin?', I asked 
him. Everyone knows that they are all round and brown and in any 
given year all the dates are the same. We could have saved so much 


(Thank you for reading this far) if he would just tell everyone 
once and for all time who owns what, where they live, and what 
their telephone numbers are. If someone wants to see a coin or 
two, he can call the owner or slip in while he is out. I'm sure 
that it is becoming clearer and clearer to you by now that your 
unilateral demand for a reciprocal free gratis copy of 'The' En¬ 
cyclopaedia is something that we cannot tolerate. Dr. William 
used to wow them with logdc too. 

Besides, just when we thought that we had put an end to you 
and your book and all your friends, it has come to our attention 
that enemies of our empire are claiming the existence of errors 
in 'The' encyclopaedia. Poppycock! Poppycookies! Oh please 
don't tell anyone about the poppycookies. Mr. Collinschnorrer 
lets me have one when I've been good. There will never, no 
never, be an erptl^ca errata listing in 'The' encyclopaedia be¬ 
cause it is 'The' gospel and there will never, no not ever, be 
a second edition because we know everything and Mr. Hanson says 
that there cannot be any new half-cents coming out because they 
don't make them anymore. He is so smart and he has the best ones 
anyway. You know that they used to be mine and I still think of 
them as really mine so when I say, 'I'll show you mine if you 
show me yours', I reach for his because it's really mine. That 
may sound all rather silly to you and your friends, but way way 
out here on ‘The' west coast, one can joke about such things 
whistfully, but we don't want anyone else to. 

Why can't you and the others be more like Cap'n John? He 
wrote such nice things about 'The' encyclopaedia that I asked 
Mr. Collinschnorrer (Mr C.S. to those in the know) to send him 


return postage for his review copy. I had never asked Mr. C.S. 
for anything except a little 'scratch' for a sniff, but then he 
started clawing at 'The' photos in 'The' encyclopaedia. What on 
earth was he doing. He nearly ruined my copy and I paid good 
money for it. But Cap'n John has respect for me and for every¬ 
thing that I have done. He knows that I am a living legend and 
I intend to keep living the legend and my friends are helping 
to keep the legend alive. You may have noticed that I said 
'legend' instead of 'myth'. I used to say 'myth', but one day 

I said, 'if the myth fits the _' and someone thought I was 

a little you know what and was trying to say 'misfits'. So now 
we foj^e fondly call our little group the ‘moirj^if^’ts' 'mythfits'. 
Please don't tell anyone our little secret! 


Numythmaticly yours (and several others) 



P.S. 


I hope this doesn't mean that you won't answer my questions. 
Could you possibly make a donation to 'The' Institute? Maybe then 
Mr. Collinschnorrer would send you a free copy and you could deduct 
it on your income tax return (and then again when you give it to 
the Salvation Army), you sharpie you. 


